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" There is but one way in which we could make certain
at the present moment of keeping outside this War, and
that would be to issue a proclamation of unconditional
neutrality. We cannot do that.

" The most awful responsibility is resting upon the
Government in deciding what to advise. We have
disclosed the issue and made clear to the House, I trust,
that should the situation develop we will face it. How
hard, how persistently, and how earnestly we strove for
peace last week, the House will see from the papers
that will be put before it; but that is over. If, as seems
probable, we are forced to take our stand upon the issues
that I have put before the House, then I believe when the
country realizes what is at stake, and the magnitude
of the impending dangers, we shall be supported
throughout, not only by the House of Commons, but
by the determination, the courage, and the endurance
of the whole country."

Sir Edward Grey sat down in a hurricane of applause
and the news of his statement instantly spread all over
London.

When we returned to Downing Street the crowd was
so great that extra police had to be brought from Scotland
Yard to clear the way for our motor. I looked at the
excited cheerers, and from the happy expression on their
faces you might have supposed that they welcomed the
war.

I have met with men who loved stamps, and stones,
and snakes, but I could not imagine any man loving war.

Too exhausted to think I lay sleepless in bed.

Bursts of cheering broke like rockets in a silent sky,
and I listened to snatches of " God Save the King"
shouted in front of the Palace all through the night.